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Let it be attentively observed that there is no ques-
tion here of a new treaty, but the revival of an ancient
one; for the Cardinal de Richelieu made a treaty with
Courland, in 1643, which was registered by the Parlia-
ment of Paris, in 1647; so that, should we at present
treat with Courland, we can decisively affirm, and dem-
onstrate, we are committing- no innovation.

This seems to me to be a very important remark,
which ought not a little to influence the resolution that
may be taken, and the form given to that resolution,
when once it is taken.

The States of Courland desire this political affinity be-
tween the two countries. The Chamberlain Howen, of
whom I have spoken, is a man of the greatest influence
in the republic, and, of all the Cottrlanders, the most
anti-Russian; because that, while an envoy from Cour-
land' to the Court of Warsaw, he was carried off* by order
of the Empress, and banished into Siberia. His nephew
was indirectly, but formally, charged to question the (Gov-
ernment of France on this subject. T positively know he
has spoken to the Comte de Vcrgennes, and that the only
answer he received from the Minister was:

1.  That,  he being" Minister for Foreign  Affairs,   this
was a subject that did not appertain to his department,

2.  That it was requisite that  the  Duke   of Coxirland
and the States, conjointly and officially, should make a
proposition to the King, concerning a treaty of commerce.

To this I reply:

1.  That, most certainly, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
ought to consult with the Minister of  Finance, on what-
ever relates to commercial  treaties;  but that this  does
not therefore appear to me a sufficient reason to reject
either the project or the proposal

2.  That it would be absurd to suppose that Courland,
bowed as it is under the iron rod  of present circum-
stances, would expose itself, by taking any  open  step,
without first being certain  its  propositions   should   be
favorably received, and that the country should be pro-
tected against that power which, possessed  of strength
and in the habit of taking its will for law, should make
every effort to counteract and prevent whatever mightself to Brunswick, and attaching
